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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

2. Claims 1-4, 6, 8, 11, 13-15, 17-18 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Derksen (5,271,707). 

3. Consider Claims 1-4, 6, 8 and 1 1 Derksen teaches a ground cover removal 
attachment for a vehicle (2) for moving a sheet ground cover while on the ground, 
comprising 

• an arm (3, 4, 12, 13) with 

• a connection (1 ) at one end of the arm (3, 4,12,1 3) for mounting the arm 
(3, 4, 1 2, 1 3) to a vehicle (2) so that 

• the arm (3, 4,12,1 3) extends outwardly of one side of the vehicle (2), and 

• an outer end (7, 25, 27) of the arm (3, 4,12,1 3) shaped to engage the 
ground cover on one side of the ground cover to move the ground cover to the 
side of the vehicle (2) as the vehicle (2) moves alongside the ground cover. 

• wherein the shaped outer end (7, 25, 27) of the comprises 

• one part (7) adapted to move beneath a side margin of the ground cover 
and 
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• another part (25, portion of 25 between 7 and 27) adapted to contact a 
side edge of the ground cover, as the vehicle (2) moves alongside the ground 
cover. 

• wherein the part (7) adapted to move beneath the side margin of the ground 
cover has a lateral dimension in a direction generally away from the arm (3, 4, 12, 
13) which is greater than a height dimension of the part (25, portion of 25 between 7 
and 27) adapted to contact a side edge of the ground cover. 

• wherein a further part of the shaped end (27) of the arm (3, 4,12,1 3) extends 
from the side edge contacting part (25) in a direction generally away from the arm (3, 
4, 12, 13). 

• wherein the connection (1 ) for mounting the arm (3, 4,12,1 3) to a vehicle (2) 
comprises a pivot connection (1 ) which 

• enables the arm (3,4,12,1 3) to be pivoted (C3, L 1 1 -1 5) to a non- 
operating position (Fig 7a, C5, L 56-58) relative to the vehicle (2), 

• in which the arm (3, 4, 12, 13) does not extend outwardly of the vehicle 
(2). 

• including a brace member (30) 

• adapted to be connected to the arm (3, 4,12,1 3) intermediate of the 
length thereof at one end of the brace member (30 at 67) and 

• connectable to the vehicle (2) at another end of the brace member (30 at 
66). 
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• including a pivot connection (66) at said another end of the brace member 
(30) for pivotally connecting the brace member (30) to a vehicle (2) (C4, L 36-39). 

• wherein the arm (3, 4, 12, 13) is telescopically adjustable in length (via 
extension frames 12 and 13). 

4. Consider Claims 13-15 and 17-18 Derksen teaches a ground cover removal 
arm (3,4, 12, 13) 

• for moving a ground cover with a vehicle (2) to which 

• the arm (3, 4,12,1 3) is attached with 

• the arm (3, 4, 12, 13) extending outwardly of one side of the vehicle 
(2), 

• the arm (3, 4, 12, 13) including 

• at one end a coupling (1 ) for mounting the arm (3, 4,12,1 3) to a 
vehicle (2), 

• an outer end (7, 25, 27) formed as a fork for lifting and folding a side of 
the ground cover as the vehicle (2) moves alongside the ground cover to one 
side of the ground cover, and 

• a brace member (30) adapted to extend between the arm (3, 4, 12, 13) 
and the vehicle (2) at a spaced mounting point (66) on the vehicle (2). 

• A vehicle (2) with a ground cover removal arm (3, 4, 12, 13) according to 
claim 1 mounted thereto. 

• A vehicle (2) and ground cover removal arm (3, 4, 12, 13) in combination 
wherein 
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• the arm (3, 4,12,1 3) is mounted to project forwardly (Fig 7c) relative to 
the direction of motion of the vehicle (2) in use, at an acute angle relative to a line 
transverse to the direction of motion of the vehicle (2) in use. 

• A vehicle (2) with 

• an arm (3, 4,12,1 3) extending outwardly of the vehicle (2) to one side 
thereof beyond that side of the vehicle (2), and 

• capable of lifting and folding a side of a sheet ground cover to one side as 
the vehicle (2) moves alongside the ground cover, 

• the arm (3,4, 12, 1 3) having spaced outwardly of the side of the vehicle 
(2) an operative part (7) for lifting and moving the ground cover. 

• A vehicle (2) with an arm (3, 4, 12, 13) extending outwardly of the vehicle (2) 
to one side thereof 

• wherein the arm (3, 4, 12, 13) is mounted to project forwardly (Fig 7c) 
relative to the direction of motion of the vehicle (2) in use, at an acute angle 
relative to a line transverse to the direction of motion of the vehicle (2) in use. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

6. Claim 9 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Derksen (5,271,707). 
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7. Consider Claim 9 Derksen teaches all the features of the invention, as 
described above, but fails to show or teach wherein the connection (67) point of the 
brace member (30) to the arm (3, 4, 12, 13) is adjustable over a part of the length of 
the arm (3, 4, 12, 13). 

8. Derksen does teach that the length of the brace member (30) is adjustable and 
therefore provides the same function of adjusting the angle of the arm relative to the 
vehicle as making the location of the connection point of the brace adjustable. 

9. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to make the location of the connection point of the brace adjustable, as it is 
an obvious variation of making the length of the brace member adjustable. 

10. Claim 5 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Derksen (5,271,707) in view of Taylor (4,630,986). 

1 1 . Consider Claim 5, Derksen teaches all the features of the invention, as 
described above, but fails to show or teach wherein the part of the shaped end of the 
arm adapted to move beneath a side margin of the ground cover includes a cranked 
outer end. 

12. Taylor discloses wherein the part (55) of the shaped end (54, 55, 56) of the arm 
(46) adapted to move beneath a side margin of the ground cover includes a cranked 
outer end (55a). 

1 3. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to modify Derksen by further comprising a cranked outer end in order to 
facilitate engagement under the object to be moved (C 6, L 9-17) 
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14. Claims 10, 16 and 20 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Derksen (5,271,707) in view of Dale (2003/0235490). 

1 5. Consider Claim 1 0, Derksen teaches all the features of the invention, as 
described above, but fails to show or teach of dimensions enabling the arm to be 
connected to a quad bike, at a forward part between the front wheels thereof with said 
another end of the brace arm connected to a side part of the quad bike between the 
wheels on one side of the quad bike. 

16. Dale discloses of dimensions enabling the arm (1 20, fig 7) to be connected to a 
quad bike (See fig. 2), at a forward part (44) between the front wheels thereof with said 
another end of the brace arm (75) connected to a side part of the quad bike between 
the wheels on one side of the quad bike. 

1 7. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to modify Derksen by providing dimensions enabling the arm to be connected 
to a quad bike in order to provide an apparatus of versatile and simple construction 
(Pg. 1, Para 0014). 

18. Consider Claim 16 and 20, Derksen as modified teaches all the features of the 
invention as described above and further teaches wherein the vehicle is a quad bike 
(See fig. 2). 

19. Claims 12 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Derksen (5,271,707) in view of Dimigen (4,525,417). 
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20. Consider Claim 12, Derksen teaches all the features of the invention, as 
described above, but fails to show or teach a friction reducing cover or coating on the 
outer end (7, 25, 27) of the arm (3, 4,12,1 3). 

21 . Dimigen teaches a friction reducing cover or coating (5) on the outer end of the 
arm (1). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention 
to modify Derksen by further comprising a friction reducing layer on the arm in order to 
reduce deterioration of the material and energy consumption (C 1, L 8-10). 

Response to Arguments 

22. Applicant's arguments filed February 10, 2010 have been fully considered but 
they are not persuasive. 

23. In response to applicant's argument that Derksen's swing assembly is not a 
brace as claimed in claims 1 and 17. The examiner respectfully disagrees. Derksen's 
swing assembly is a brace which imparts rigidity and stability to the mechanism and is 
attached between two points on the arm or intermediate of the length of the arm. 

24. In response to applicant's argument that the purpose of the brace is to hold the 
arm in a deployed position, a recitation of the intended use of the claimed invention 
must result in a structural difference between the claimed invention and the prior art in 
order to patentably distinguish the claimed invention from the prior art. If the prior art 
structure is capable of performing the intended use, then it meets the claim. 
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Conclusion 

1 . THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to BRYAN A. EVANS whose telephone number is 
(571)270-7022. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Thursday, 
8:30 am - 5:30 pm EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Lesley D. Morris can be reached on (571 ) 272-6651 . The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/GLENN DAYOAN/ IB. Ashley Evans/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 3612 Examiner, Art Unit 3618 



